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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

A few weeks ago [ was crossing the high school campus when I noticed an elder gentleman
looking a little lost. With all the construction going on right now, it is easy to lose one’s
bearings on campus. [ asked him if I could help him find his way to a certain part of the
campus. He said that he knew where he was going; he just wanted a picture of the sign in
front of the school office. He told me he had come to celebrate his 60th class reunion from
Waimea High.

We got to talking story a bit. His name was Ranceford Okada. He gave me his business card. I
told him that I am the pastor of the Old Stone Church. He knew my name already. As [
discovered, Ranceford is the son of none other than Ichiro Okada, a former stalwart member
whose name is still on various items around the church. I never knew him; he had passed to
heaven before I came to Waimea. Yet, he is still today a legend of service to the ministry. [
have been told that he did the plumbing, the electrical, the gardening, the deaconing, and the
“you name it and it is done” for the congregation.

Ranceford confessed that he was not quite like his father had been and was more of a
“kalohe” boy growing up. “But, Pastor Baybrook sure did put a rudder on my life! A rudder
that has seen me through the years!” he proudly exclaimed! I loved the metaphor. One’s
direction in life can be independently chosen, but following in that direction takes being
properly equipped with a good rudder. This can mean sound morals, mercy, and a sense of
grace and happiness. One might not be called to ministry, but still recognize the power of
ministry in determining goals and guidance.

The church continues to provide a rudder for the youth at Waimea High and Middle Schools
mostly through our on-campus bible clubs and after school program. [ know that you do not
see that work on Sunday morning, but please know that Mahea, Jared, and I are there every
school day sharing Christ’s love and guidance for the youth of our community. We have heard
through testimony from the same that our ministry has prevented teen suicides, abuse in
families, and drug addiction. Our church has made a significant impact in the lives of so
many! As school starts up again, | will ask for special prayers for this ministry that helps to
provide a rudder for our youth. We are saving lives to God.

Aloha ke Akua, Pastor Olaf


http://www.waimeachurch.org

In Need of Prayers
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Diane Foulks, cancer recovery

Simon Sakai, recovery from diving
accident

Yuki Okino, heart

Bradford Afong

Gia, recovering from broken neck
Natalie for bone marrow match, cancer
Marilyn Ueno, surgery

Helen Masaki

Irwin Oyama, back pain

Robert Medieros surgery recovery
Susie Somers, cancer recovery
Ruth's daughter, Carol Alvesos (brain
tumor)

Mike Matutino, cancer recovery
Leinani Springer, cancer recovery
Galen Kaohi, cancer recovery

Norma Watanabe cancer recovery
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> Sue's friend Martha for Cancer recovery
> Jared's father (stroke)

> Lucia's son Michael for healing

> Mahea's mother (stroke)

> Helen's mother (heart)

> Kristen to fight infection

> Rob Carlson

> Beth Hanashiro (ulcer)

> An end finally to the pandemic

> Healthcare workers

> Those suffering from spiritual distress
> Qur local, state, and national leaders, our
men and women in the military fighting
terrorism, and a speedy end to wars
everywhere.

What’s on the Calendar?

WORSHIP LEADERS

Head Deacon of the month is David Somers
Liturgists will be Forrest and Bennett Teeter
( Welcome Forrest, Bennett, Brooks and Forrest Jr. back from

the mainland! Great to have the family together again! )

Deacon(s) will be Jackie Matsumura

WEEKLY HAPPENINGS

Morning Bible Study - Tuesdays, 9am |
in Baird Hall

Dominoes - Mondays, 7-9pm in 93{.
Baird Hall R

CALENDAR NOTES

e Sunday August 2nd, we will host a special offering for the Deacon’s Benelovance Fund which
is used to help local families in need. (If you give online, please click the down arrow and choose
“Deacon’s Benevolence Fund” to direct your giving to this cause.) Thank you in advance for your

kindness.

e Bible studies have been cancelled for Tuesday August 4th as the pastor will be away that day.
e August 8th is Primary Election Day in Hawaii. Please vote either by mail or in person. Please note

that some flyers that have been mailed to your home may NOT HAVE BEEN APPROVED by the
candidate. Read the fine print. Some pictures may have been created with Al Just because someone
seems to be standing next to a candidate in a picture, that does not constitute an endorsement



e Sunday, August 16th OUTDOOR WORSHIP with potluck and bingo to follow. Please start

collecting bingo prizes to share on the tables.

e Book Club will meet on August 16th at 3pm, place TBD. We will be discussing the book “Until
August” by Gabriel Marquez. Hosted by Sonia Adame.
e Church Council Meeting: August 9, 2026, at 11:30 via Zoom hybrid

NEWS FROM THE PEWS!

—-Congratulations to Bryne Harada from Waimea
High for receiving a $10,000 Morita Scholarship
from the Kauai Association UCC!

-Thank you to everyone who signed up for Aloha
Hour in July! Please sign up for August on the
sign-up sheet in the narthex.

-Brother Robert M. is out of rehab and is full
throttle on ukulele at Hanapepe Hawaiian Church’s
kanakapila and in the Koloa Days Parade.

-Great to see Jake M. last month in worship,
coming in from Oahu.

-Good news that Simon Sakai has been moved to a
rehab facility from ICU. Please continue to keep
him in your prayers.

-The Christian Family is back from Japan and
Korea, and the kids are just hugging everybody and
not letting go.

-Carolyn and Chris A. came to visit the H-P Family
after attending the ceremony for Virginia A. being
promoted to Lt. Colonel on Oahu.

- Mahalo to Adam J. for the new
“Aloha” sign, and to Nancy
Nakama for succulents. Mahalo
to David Somers and Helen
Percival for refreshing the
planter. Mahalo to Jared for the
mulch!

TALK STORY

On Sunday, July 19th, we were blessed by
testimony from Chaplain Zach Sui of Kauai Prison
Ministries. He shared Hebrews 13:3, "Remember
those who are in prison as if you were in prison
with them." He told
us that "inmates"
should be called
"returning citizens"
as we welcome them
back to be with us.
Chad from Zach's
ministry team spoke
of how Jesus turned
his life around after years in prisons around the
country. You can watch the entire witness on the
church Facebook video.

What a great time the
keiki had at "Back to
School" night with a
bbqg, tug-o-war, bubble
gauntlet, and movie.
Blessings to Sophia,
Brook, Grace, Hana, [j
Abby, Archie, Westin, |
Sammi, Josiah, Joey,
and Josephine!




Hawuoli La Hanau!

Caleb Chronister - Aug. 1 Jaxon Kagawa - Aug. 15 Marina Galiza - Aug. 20
Mahea Morsey - Aug. 6 Rick Foulks - Aug. 16 Lilly Collins - Aug. 23
Yukie Okino - Aug. 8 Carolyn Aguilar - Aug. 20
Tavis Kagawa - Aug. 13 Courtney Chronister - Aug 20

SCRIPTURES and SERMONS for August

AUGUST 2nd 1 Peter 3:8-22 “Repay with a Blessing”
AUGUST 9th 1 Peter 4:1-11 “Stewards of Grace”
AUGUST 16th 1 Peter 4:12-19 “Entrust Yourself”
AUGUST 23rd 1 Peter 5 all “Encouragement”

AUGUST 30th Matthew 3:1-12 “John Baptizes Jesus”

SEPTEMBER 6th Matthew 3:13-17 “Son of God”
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