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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Last month the Hawaii Conference of the United Church of Christ held its
annual meeting, Aha Pae ‘Aina, in Waipahu on Oahu. We sent three
delegates from our congregation: Helen &; Olaf HP and youth delegate
Samantha C. The theme of the event was “Building Bridges.” On the
materials packet was a great picture of the Hanapepe Swinging Bridge,
submitted by Marilyn H. of our sister church, Hanapepe Hawaiian
Congregational UCC. Andrea K. from that church pointed out at the
meeting that church members still live across the bridge and that children
walk across the bridge to come to Sunday school.

The featured speaker for the meeting was the new Associate General
Minister (national office) for Global Ministries, Rev. Shari Prestemon. She
and Conference Minister Rev. Dr. Popham were the first ones we ran into
in fact as we arrived at the Waipahu Church. Rev. Shari looked so familiar
to me, but | could not place where | had met her before. Don’t you just
hate it when you know you know someone but you don’t know?

The next day it came to me! Helen and | had met her thirty-four years
ago. We were returning missionaries from Thailand and as such were
presented at the General Synod in 1992 in St. Louis along with other
missionaries. She was returning as a missionary from the Philippines. We
stood on stage together in front of the national church. We also shared a
lunch together with South African Bishop Desmond Tutu and helped to fill
sandbags against a flooding Mississippi River. Somehow three-plus
decades later, now with gray hairs, we are at another church meeting!
The bridge is built.

At the Aha, we had the opportunity to grab some free books from the
personal library of the late Rev. Bill Kaina. He was always there at Aha
Pae ‘Aina in the past. Every year it seems that familiar faces are
disappearing to be with God in heaven, or perhaps they are too sick to
attend anymore. Of course, we see and greet new people too. Still, | miss
the old-guard with whom we laughed, sang, and worshipped together
year after year.

Many workshops were offered. | attended the one on Artificial Intelligence
and its use in the church—many ethical considerations, including the
brazenness of Al to steal most of its information from us. Helen attended the
workshop on church finances. Samantha had fun with the youth events!

This year's political intrigue came at the time of the vote for Conference
Council Chair. From the floor came an expected nomination of Rev. Ken
M. to challenge the nominating committee’s candidate. On a narrow vote
this challenge was defeated, but it seems more votes than credentialed
delegates were tallied, raising more questions. What would Jesus do?
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Scriptures and Sermons for

July
“Peter’s Pilgrimage”

Juy5 1 Peter 1:13-25
“Be Holy”
July 12 1 Peter 2:1-10
“Long for the Spiritual”
July 19 1 Peter 2:11-25
“Aliens!”
July 26 1 Peter 3:1-7
“Husband & Wives”
Aug 2 1 Peter 3:8-22

“Repay with a Blessing”

“Don’t peter out! Come to worship in
summer!”

" The Tuesday morning Bible Study group
meets in Baird Hall at 9 am to discuss the
Scripture for the upcoming Sunday
sermon. Come share your inspirations
and insights with the Pastor. Everyone
is welcome
Mahalo
Thanks to Kim HP for hosting art classes at the
church on Wednesdays for the kids!

Thank you to the ladies for making chili dogs on
Fathers’ Day and celebrating dads.

Thank you Aina M. for reading the bible in
worship last month. Yes, youth can lead in
worship, too. We need more readers for the
coming months. Please sign up in the Narthex.

Worship Leaders

Lay Readers: Margarete Kagawa & Skylar
Kagawa

Deacon: Jackie Matsumura

Juy Deacons: Helebn Hoeckmann-Percival,
Joy Whitehill

Church Council Meeting:July 12, 2026 via
Zoom Hybrid

Please pray for these members and
friends:

James Hoyle, Rest in Peace; Simon

Sakai, recovery from diving accident;
Yuki Okino, heart; Bradford Afong; Gia,
recovering from broken neck; Natalie for
bone marrow match, cancer; Marilyn
Ueno, surgery; Helen Masaki; Irwin Oyama,
back pain; Robert Medieros surgery recovery;
Susie Somers, cancer recovery; Ruth's
daughter, Carol Alvesos (brain tumor); Mike
Matutino, cancer recovery; Leinani Springer,
cancer recovery; Galen Kaohi, cancer recovery;
Norma Watanabe cancer recovery; Sue's friend
Martha for Cancer recovery; Jared's father
(stroke); Lucia's son Michael for healing;
Mahea's mother (stroke); Helen's mother
(heart); Kristen to fight infection; Rob Carlson;
Beth Hanashiro (ulcer); An end finally to the
pandemic; Healthcare workers; Those suffering
from spiritual distress Our local, state, and
national leaders, our men and women in the
military fighting terrorism, and a speedy end to
wars everywhere.

Calendar Notes

JESUS IN THE HOOD car ministry will take place on
Sunday, July 5th, after worship as always. Services
include: battery, oil, and fluids check, tire pressure,
and OBD Il scan for engine control error codes. Let
us know if you suspect other issues that can be
diagnosed.

Sunday July 19th will feature a special guest
speaker. Pastor Zac from KCCC prison ministries
will share about his very important mission to help
incarcerated individuals on Kauai!

Hanapepe Hawaiian Congregational Church’s Full
Moon Festival Kanakapilas will be on July 26th and
August 30th, starting at 6pm. Bring your ukuleles,
please.

The next Pseghetti Night for da Keiki will have an
“end of summer” theme on Wednesday night, July
29th at 5:30pm. It will be a bbg—pseghetti night!
Roasted marshmallows!

Sunday, August 2nd, we will host a special offering
for the Deacons’ Benevolence Fund which is used to
help local families in need. (If you give on-line, please
click the down arrow and choose the “Deacons
Benevolence Fund” to direct your giving to this
cause.) Thank you in advance for your kindness.

SUNDAY OUTDOOR WORSHIP 16 August with
Pot-Luck and Bingo to follow. Please start collecting
bingo prizes to share on the prize tables.
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1% David Laidlaw

5th Melissa Bachman

g Sara Thompson

239  Cindy Chronister

234 Mahina Graham-Laidlaw
24t Jacob Matutino

25t Joy Whitehill

Talk Stories

Diane Foulks has chosen a “STEMinist” novel
titted: A Botanist’s Guide to Parties and
Poisons by Kate Khavar. A historical novel
set in 1923 London follows Saffron Everleigh
a University College of London botanist. She
uses her extensive knowledge of plants to
investigate the poisoning of a woman at a
dinner party. The novel blends a murder
mystery with themes of women in academia
and features the science of botany. There
also might be a little romance. Diane will host
on July 19", All are welcome to
participate.Westside Foodbank Resources

Nana's House (Child & Family Service) 9875
Waimea Rd., Waimea, HI 96796 808-338-
0252 Monday 2:00-4:00 p.m. and Wednesday
Wednesday 9:00 - 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 - 4:00
p.m.

Westside Christian Center - Assembly of God
8041 Kekaha Rd., Kekaha, HI 96752 808-
634-7040 Fourth Thursday 10:00 - 11:30 a.m.

Holy Cross Yard Sale

July 18" 7:00 am- 2:00 pm & July 19" in the
Hall after Masses until 2:00 pm.

Hanapepe UCC Kokua Shop Hours

Mondays: July 6, July 13, July 20, July 27 &
Saturday July 18. Hours for shopping are
8:00 — 11:00 am. Hours for dropping off
donations are 7:30 — 10:30 am

News From the Pews

= Hana, Abby & Luke C. really enjoyed
Disneyland in Tokyo last month.

#= Thank you Jared M. for the powerful
preaching on July 14th about changing our
heart towards God, letting our “yes, be
yes” from James 5. We rejoice in your
ministry!

7= We received a thank-you from Pastor
Kinchi Kios of the Marshallese
congregation thanking our Church Council
for a $200 donation to help send their
youth to the Youth for Christ gathering on
the Big Island.

= Woohoo! Dee H. came to the Bible Study
at the Regency Pua Kea all the way from
Whittier CA, on June 9th!

#»»—Congratulations to Forrest & Bennett T.
on the birth of their son Forrest Oliver T. on
June 15th! We cannot wait to meet the
new baby.

= Sorry kids. Your sand for building
volcanoes on the lanai was used to fill in
chicken holes. It was fun while it lasted at
the last Pseghetti Night and two Sundays
thereafter. At that time we had four new
kids show up too: Lilly, Luna, Reina, and
Koal!

a David and Susie S. are back on-island for
the summer, already back on the golf
course, too.

#~= Robert M. is home from rehab for seizures.
He still is not allowed to drive, but he is
otherwise in full healing mode.

~ You can catch a video of Samantha C.
singing at the Aha Pae Aina on Oahu by

clicking here:
https://www.facebook.com/WaipahuUCC/posts/143
3754495452541

7= Welcome back Cheryl and Brandi for two
Sundays in July, too!

& Rob & Sue C. met their new grandson
Beren for the very first time while visiting
family on the mainland.
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We are so happy to be back on Kauai again!
May God bless the wider church, but | like

stay on this side of Waimea bridge mo’ better.

Aloha ke Akua, Pastor Olaf
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