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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Twice in one week | was mistaken to be someone else. The first
time | was at the autoparts store making a purchase when the clerk
informed me that the part was $160 and would be put on “the
account.” Of course, | had to foolishly ask to which account he was
referring since | had given him no card or phone number. He looked
hard at me again, “Aren’t you ‘Joel’ from. . .automotive repair?” With
a squint he realized his mistake, “Okay, you are not Joel. Give me
your phone number and credit card. And, the total is now $215.”

The next awkward occurrence happened at the building supply
store when a lady announced robustly, “Aren’t you ‘Glenn’?” | looked
around to see if she might be addressing her inquiry to another body.
“Sure, you are the artist from the Northshore!” Please note that | have
been mistaken as the “artist from the Northshore” many times before,
but | had never gotten a name attached.

“Wait! What is my last name? Tell me so | can look him up and
find out who my doppelganger on-island is!” | eagerly responded. She
knew his last name too—success. | googled him right then and there
to see his picture. It was his police mugshot. Apparently he is in jail at
the moment. No wonder folks are surprised to see me!

Now when | pray, | am very specific and state at the start “Hey
God, this Olaf, not Glenn the artist or Joel the mechanic.” | would
hate to think that when it is my time to stand before Jesus upon the
Throne in Heaven, when the Book of Life is opened, | get the wrong
rap sheet or credit account. Just to add to the confusion, | already
have a twin brother in Los Angeles and have been the victim of credit
card fraud.

So, | just wanted to assure all of you that your identity is safe with
God. Jeremiah 1:5: “Before | formed you in the womb | knew you,
and before you were born | set you apart and appointed you. . . .”
Moreover, Jesus professes in Luke 16:15, “You are those who justify
yourselves before men, but God knows your hearts. . . .” | really
embrace the inkling that it makes little difference who folks think | am
or how | represent. What matters is how Jesus knows me and how |
know Jesus. Jesus knows that | am not Glenn or Joel. He knows my
faults and weaknesses, my wants and strengths. Ergo, the
uncovering of hidden things in the End of Days will be to show the
world what Jesus already sees. Henceforth, | will just lay open my
heart to Jesus, for | am who | am.

| hope you are who you are with Jesus, too!

Pastor Olaf


http://www.waimeachurch.org/

Scriptures and Sermons for
October

Oct 5 Acts 28:1-6
“Malta Meal”

Oct 12 Acts 28:16-31
“End of the Road for Paul”

Oct 19 Genesis 37:1-24
“Joseph: Lucid Dreaming”

Oct 26 Genesis 39:1-20
“Joseph: Fatal Attraction”

Nov 2 Genesis 42:1-28
“Joseph: Letting Go of Hurt”

We are coming finally to the end of

Saint Paul’s summer travels and now will
be picking on a different biblical character—
this time from the Hebrew Scriptures. Yes, we
will look at Joseph. Everybody says he is just
dreamy. Join the bible study crew on
Tuesdays at 9am in Baird Hall to help pastor
with ideas for preaching on Sunday.

The Tuesday morning Bible Study group
meets in Baird Hall at 9 am to discuss
‘) the Scripture for the upcoming Sunday
/ sermon. Come share your inspirations
and insights with the Pastor. Everyone is
welcome

Calendar Notes:

» Oct 4th—"Standing with Our Immigrant
Neighbors: How Religious Leaders and
Congregations Can Make a Difference”
/843858 Pacific School of Religion President
Dr. David Vasquez-Levy will host this
discussion at the Lihue Christian Church on
October 4th, 9-11am. See the flyer in the
Narthex.

» Oct 5th—Neighbors in Need Offering in
church. This special offering goes to the
national church to help with homeland
missions.

» Oct 15th—Hopefully work on the church
steeple to replace the shingles will start. If
you see palates of shingles and a crane in
the churchyard, you will know what is going
on.

Worship Leaders
Lay Reader: Berenice Wagner

Deacon: Joy Whitehill

October Deacons: Skylar Kagawa and
Helen Hockmann-Percival

Church Council Meeting:October 12, 2025

Jackie, eye surgery; Natalie for
bone marrow
match, cancer;
Marilyn Ueno,
surgery; Helen
Masaki; Irwin

Oyama, back pain;

Robert Medieros

surgery recovery; Susie

Somers, cancer recovery; Ruth's daughter,

Carol Alvesos (brain tumor); Mike Matutino,

cancer recovery; Leinani Springer, cancer

recovery; Galen Kaohi, cancer recovery;

Norma Watanabe cancer recovery; Sue's

friend Martha for Cancer recovery; Jared's

father (stroke); Lucia's son Michael for
healing; Mahea's mother (stroke); Helen's
mother (heart); Kristen to fight infection; Rob

Carlson; Beth Hanashiro (ulcer); An end

finally to the pandemic; Healthcare workers;

Those suffering from spiritual distress; Our

local, state, and national leaders, our men

and women in the military fighting terrorism,
and a speedy end to wars everywhere.
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Calendar Notes

» Oct 21st at 9am Dr. Prof. Ke’ao NeSmith
will host an in-service history lesson for the
teachers of Waimea High School at our
church. The focus will be on King Kaumuali’i,
and Dr. NeSmith was the model for the statue
that stands in Waimea. A walk-around of the
historical cemetery is included.

» Oct 29th “Spook-ghetti Night for da Keiki”
will be that Wednesday, 6pm in Baird Hall.t
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News from the Pews

Skyler set up and served communion for the
first time this last month! Melissa K. made
the bread for the host and it was in the
shape of a bear! Pastor Olaf prayed: “Just
as Jesus did ‘bear’ the Cross for our guilt
and sin. . ..”

Goodwill Industries has a new program on-
island to help immigrants with services:
Goodwill Hawaii Immigrant Resource
Center. Log on at org for more information.
The center is located at 2970 Haleko Rd.
Unit 203,Lihue, HI 96766,Phone: (808) 443-
5870 (talk with Roberta “Bobbi.”)

We welcome Mary H.’s new doggie “Reese”
to our congregation!

Congratulations to Jared and Mahea on
their 12th wedding anniversary! (September
7th)

The church held
a wonderful Baby
shower for Kay
on Sept. 28th
after worship. We
are all waiting
anxiously for the
baby and for the _PA &
arrival of the mothers-in- Iaw too'

Kathy’s cataract surgery was successful,
but she must wear cool shades for a while
for the sake of healing.

Marilyn U.’s surgery was completely
successful and went better than expected!
Right after she was seen at game night!

Margaret and Glenn K. were off to Seattle
for a long family visit.

Rob C.’s brother Quentin came for a visit
while Sue was away in Phoenix.

Rick F. was back on-island for a visit, taking
care of the house while Diane F toured
Europe.

v

v

Diane toured Switzerland and France on a
gastronomic and sewing adventure.

Pastor Rick Bundschuh from Kauai
Christian Fellowship brought his Anchor
School youth for the official Waimea Church
history tour last month. 25 youth in all
learned about our mission.

Marlene M. also went to Seattle to take care
of Zion while his parents were away.

Robert M.’s surgery was postponed again,
so he took the opportunity to sing a solo for
thechurch on September 21st worship.
Thanks Rob!

Congratulations to Bennett T. for being a
first-time liturgist!

On Sunday the 14th of September we
welcomed Pastor Kirk Bruce and his wife
Cheryl from Ohio into worship.

At the 2025 Peace Day rally on September
21st at the Soto-Zen Mission in Hanapepe,
speaker Mark Jeffers (Storybook Theatre
director) reminded those gathered that
former US Senator Sparky Matsunaga (from
Hanapepe) had for many years advocated
that the Department of Defense to be re-
named as “The Department of Peace.”

It is potentially possible that Diane F and

Glenn M. were both in Strasbourg, France,

on the same day but did not know it! Glenn

was on a river cruise and Diane on land.
THANK YOU

Thank you for your donation of $980 to
the One Great Hour of Sharing offering.
Our witness matters to the world, and
your witness matters in this world. . . .
With your generous gift, we can do this
work. Sincerely, Rev. Dr. Karen Georgia
Thompson, General Minister; President
uccC




Talk Stories Book Club

The Small and the Mighty by Sharon
McMahan will be hosted by Cinthy Kagawa
on October 19" This nonfiction book is
subtitled: Twelve Unsung Americans Who
Changed the Course of History, from the
Founding to the Civil Rights Movement. The
stories are inspiring and will cause the reader
to reflect on current events. Each person’s
story is well-told. All are welcome to join on

Zoom or in-person. (Place to be Announced).
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