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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Yesterday I heard that the Waimea JV Football team could not have their regular practice on
the field because it had been so overwatered that it had become unusably mushy. The County
Park had had fountains of water running day and night for days. In its own right, it was
beautiful to watch the sunrise through the pulsating sprinklers.

Today (8/14/26), we are all waiting on updates of spaghetti tracks from the National
Hurricane Center, and it strikes me how ironic the name of that government agency is: Who
wants to be at the center of a national hurricane? Lala is about 500 miles off the coast of the
Big Island, and still no one can assuredly state what will happen in the next seventy-two
hours. Computer models, satellites, and hurricane tracking planes are all talking up a storm!
Yet, as a rule of life, we have no idea what tomorrow will bring, whether we will have football
practice on Monday as scheduled.

We can play the odds: Right now we have a 42% chance of rain on Sunday morning. In reality,
it will rain. Or, it will not. Nobody knows. To be safe, we will move the planned outdoor
worship on the lanai into the fellowship hall. Chances are that even if it does rain, the
sprinklers will still be running in the county park. That is just my observation from previous
weather events. This is life. [ am going to get back to this message after Lala passes. Wait for
it!

After the storm on Monday now (8/17/26): Football practice and classes themselves have
been cancelled. We did have rain on Sunday, but what is better on a rainy day than to come to
church? The fellowship hall was packed with all of you, and extra chairs were set out on the
lanai. We had meaningful worship, great fellowship and food, and fun with bingo. The
morning ended with everyone’s phones going off at the same time for a flash flood warning!

The power was out at the parsonage when we got back: 136 outages islandwide. I brought
out our back-up generator and fired it up. Every time I go through the trouble, the power
comes back on right thereafter, hahaha. The power came back on.

Matthew 6:34, the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus preaches, “Do not worry about tomorrow. . . .”
God will be there in the uncertainties of yesterday, the trials of today, and the healing of
tomorrow. More storms will come. We gather in God’s protective shelter, for no matter what
happens God will see us through. Meanwhile, [ have to go suck the gasoline back out of the
generator until next time.


http://www.waimeachurch.org

Blessings of hope in times of not knowing,

Aloha ke Akua, Pastor Olaf

In Need of Prayers

> Diane Foulks, cancer recovery > Jared's father (stroke)

> Simon Sakai, recovery from diving > Lucia's son Michael for healing
accident > Mahea's mother (stroke)

> Yuki Okino, heart > Helen's mother (heart)

> Bradford Afong > Kristen to fight infection ‘

> (ia, recovering from broken neck > Rob Carlson -

> Natalie for bone marrow match, cancer > Beth Hanashiro (ulcer) ?\t

> Marilyn Ueno, surgery > An end finally to the pandemic

> Helen Masaki > Healthcare workers

> Irwin Oyama, back pain > Those suffering from spiritual distress

> Robert Medieros surgery recovery > Qur local, state, and national leaders, our

> Susie Somers, cancer recovery men and women in the military fighting

> Ruth's daughter, Carol Alvesos (brain terrorism, and a speedy end to wars
tumor) everywhere.

Mike Matutino, cancer recovery

Leinani Springer, cancer recovery

Galen Kaohi, cancer recovery

Norma Watanabe cancer recovery

Sue's friend Martha for Cancer recovery
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What's on the Calendar?

WORSHIP LEADERS WEEKLY HAPPENINGS
Head Deacon of the month is Joy Whitehill
Morning Bible Study - Tuesdays, 9am
Liturgists will be Kevin Christian in Baird Hall
Dominoes - Mondays, 7-9pm in .'-.'
Baird Hall
CALENDAR NOTES

e ALL-CHURCH CLEAN-UP DAY IS PLANNED FOR SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12TH AT 8:00AM.
PLEASE BRING TOOLS FOR GARDENING AND WINDOW WASHING.
e The Kauai Association of the United Church of Christ will be hosting its Fall Aha Mokupuni at

the Hanapepe UCC (across from the library) on Sunday, November 1st at 3pm. The theme will be



“For All the Saints,” as it is All Saints Day, too. Please see Pastor Olaf if you can help with set up and

break down for this event.

Church Council Meeting: September 13, 2026, at 11:30 via Zoom hybrid
Book Club will meet on September 20th at 3pm, at Baird Hall. We will be discussing the book
“Mona’s Eyes” by Thomas Schlesser. Hosted by Helen Percival.

NEWS FROM THE PEWS!

-How did the keiki get that stuffed toy all the way up on
the roof over the Smith Lanai? Thank you Tropical Storm
Lala for bringing it back down!

-It was great having Kevin, Brook, Grace, and Sofia B.
with us for two Sundays last month. Blessings on your
return to Philadelphia!

-Westin is back in school in Wyoming again, we will miss
him.

-Congratulations to Ryan and Elyse on buying a new
home in Kekaha!

-Blessings on Melissa C., Kekoa, and Sammi for providing
the fellowship with their apple bananas!

-Our Deacons’ Fund offering on August 2nd raised $695!
We are doing great caring for one another!

—-On August 9th, our Church Council voted to join the
“Care Portal” for networking Foster care needs on-island.
For more information on this, see Jared and/or Mahea.

-Elaine Ganeko has started hospice care at home.
-Ruby Doi is also now in hospice care.

-A hearty welcome to Kevin C’s brother and family who
visited us last month!

-For those of you who missed Skyler’s dance concert in
Kalaheo last month-wow, she was great. Don’ t miss the
next one.

-Kay and Hana are selling cookies to help support the
ministry of St. Theresa’s School!

TALK STORY

Thank you Robert M. for your beautiful solo
“I Believe,” accompanied by Margaret and
Marlene on ukes, at the August 16th
outdoor worship moved indoors!

All of our on-campus and after school
ministries are up and running again after
the school summer break. Bible Club at
Waimea High is on Friday at lunch in the
band room. Bible Club at Canyon Middle
School is Thursday lunch in the band room.
After school “open gym” is every day. Thank
you to Mr. Leong and Mr. Braun respectively
for being teaching staff support persons for
the clubs.




Hawuoli La Hanau!

Jackie Matsumura - Sept. 7 Cindi Ceballos - Sept. 22 Adam Somers - Sept. 30
Kevin Aguilar - Sept. 11 Brian Ceballos - Sept. 27
Cinthy Kagawa - Sept. 18 David Somers - Sept. 27
Abigail Christian - Sept. 18 Carin Somers - Sept. 28

SCRIPTURES and SERMONS for August

SEPTEMBER 6TH Matthew 3:13-17  “Son of God”
SEPTEMBER 13th Matthew 4:1-11 “The Temptations”

SEPTEMBER 20th Matthew 4:12-25  “Call to Repent, Follow, Heal”

SEPTEMBER 27th  Matthew 5:1-12 “Happiness”

OCTOBER 4th Matthew 5:13-15 “Salt and Light”

96196
IIVMVH ‘VINIVM
LSy X0d '0O'd
ISYD JO Yyainyo
pajiun eawiep)



